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MARYLAND MANOR

CARROLL AND ASSOCIATES INC.

5201 MARYLAND WAY
BRENTWOOD, TN 37027

CONTACT
NELDA RAPP
(615) 370-8351
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Cj\1arylall.,d Farl1ts

:1\(.0 organization or institution has been more influential in setting the pace for
Brent"'ood's lifest)'le than Mal1'Iand Farms. The institution began as a pacesetter.
For many years, the name Brenh'lood was synonymous ,vith fine-blooded horses.
So ,,'as the name MaI1'land Farms.

Maryland Fanns had its beginning in 1937 \,'hen ]. Truman \\:'ard, then the
o\vner of WL-\C Radio Station in Nashville, bought 100 acres of stump land along
Old Hickol"y Boule\'ard near the village of Brentwood. He later added other
acreage, making Mal~'Jand Farms, named for his \\'ife, Mal")', a 400-acre spread
unsul-passed in the South.

'\'ard's Jove for horses manifested itself in this showplace for fine horses. He
began by building a h\'enty-stall stable measuring 44 by 155 feet \\"jthan interior of
\\"om1Y chestnut and knott)' pine ceilings. T\\'enty b~' t\,'enty foot stall~ \\'ere
finished in oak. Both American saddle horses and Tennessee \,'alking hor~es \\"ere
stabled there in the beginning for training. Other barns and pastures enclosed
\\'ithin the farm's fi\'e-mile \\"hite fence \\"ere home to 50 brood mares. ,

American Ace

In 1941 Ward bought seven mares and a stallion named American Ace. who
achieved \vorld\,'ide fame as an outstanding show perfonner, from Spindletop
Falm in Lexington, Kentucky. American Ace \\'as the leading sire of his breed in
the late 1940's. He died in 1953.

Many notables visited Maryland Farms. Some who bought its horses were Gene
Autl-Y, Barbara Stan\\-:-'ck, and NolTie Goff of the radio team "Lum and Abner."
Also, industrialist Victor Emanuel came to purchase horses and remained to locate
a plant at Nashville, Vultee Aircl-aft Corporation, no\\" AVCO.

Maryland ?\.1anor, the Ward residence, \\'as built in 1941-42. The t\"o-stOI1'
CoJonial-sty)e structure was built in fine architectural style of classic desigt1 and
featured o\'er 7,500 feet of living space.

After the death of American Ace, the Ward fal:nily replaced their horse -
operation \\'ith a cattle fann boasting over 200 head of Hereford cartle. In 1958,
Maryland Fanns once again became a horse fann, this time by lessee Edward
Potter, founder and president of Commerce Union Bank and the Tennessee
Thoroughbred Training Association, of which he was president. -~ three-eights
mile covered training track was moved from the Tennessee State Fairgrounds to .
Maryland Farms. There was also a five-eights miJe open track. During this period,
there were over 100 horses in training at Maryland Farms. Middle Tennessee
weather was deemed ideal for this type of operation-
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Maintellwlce worl{el"S at Mool-elwld Mrul~ioll have talked ,villl floatjllg specters.

A Tale of 0.T M . F Jvm wolfing falm to
'VO anSlOnS wol-kingneighbolnood

\\1t11 (\\'0 major office park... all(~hored erations later, tl1e Mc)()res sold the 28 1 So far, Waite hasn't seell her. But his
b)' picturesqul.: historic homes, room housc. 7\ !c)()rcland's currcnt inh:ll)- ~ employces say they have.
Brell(\\'c><Jd is uniquc in itant'i-thc la\,O fiml owned b). attor:,;,:, 1 OIlC evening Waite got a call from a
lcnncssee-and )1Crhaps tl1e Kirk C. \\:aite-ha\.c inherited tile .!!;hus[ ~ cleaning womall at tl1e law firm. "She .-
Southeast-in tl1e "'a)' it.. businesses of Rutl1 \'ic)()re. Shl.: was !{Ol1Crt Moore's 1 \\'as at tl1C foot of tl1e basemcnt steps
have joined forc.'Cs to preserve tl1e past Ilcicc, whose dcatl1 in her upstairs bcd- ~ and wouldn't movc. Wc had to go get
and, ill fact, put it to work for tllC city's rc)()m on tl1C eve of hcr wcddin.!!; remains j her," hc said. She had secn a '\'oman in a
future. uncxplaincd. ; blue dress float down the steps and

Style. Grace and Ghost Stories
Alexandcr Moorc \\Oas tl1e fourth

mem!1Cr of his tamil)' to have a hand ill
buildill~ Mcx.Jrcland, tl1e landmark
Grcek I{evival plantation home tl1at is
no\\' tl1e ,\'cll prcser\'ed f(K.:a1 point of
Brcn(\\'ood:.. Koger Ccnter. Moorc's
gralldfatller, fatller and brotl1er all hcld
the decd to tile propert)' at separate
times, and all died before the manor \\'as
built.

When the task passed to Alexander,
tile finished product \\'as on a lcsser
scale tl1an '\'as or.!!;inall)' planned. and a
,\'ing on one side was drastically
reduced-tl1us tl1e off centered front
door.

One hundred years and several gen- Jilll Ward remembers ,risits from Alldy Deville to his Marylillld Fan1ls home.
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point out places she had missed in A Look at BrentWood
cleaning. Bluc, Waite said, wac; tl1e color of tl1C dress l{Utl1 Moore wa.c;

buried in.

Among otl1er stories about

Moorcland are tl1ose related to its use
as a hospical after tl1C Battle of '..

Franklin, when NIrs. T\1oore sent 26 ~
slaves far and wide to bring in anyone ~
who was wounded and dying. Loc..-al ~

residents still claim to see gray-<-xmted ~'

men wandering about the grounds of 1:

Mooreland. t
if:
:;

Working in a Dignified Manm" i
From 1942 until 1958, the focal point ~
of Tennessee's most well known horse ,~

farms, Maryland F anns, was the lovely ~

Ward mansion. Today, Maryland ~
. -.. Fanns is a progressive, 4OO-acre office i

~ park. whose developers, like tl10se of ~ I
~! the Koger Center, have made large ~

,!,~: capical improvements in Brencwood tI~ and ~re avid participants. in. the. com- I
~,; muruty. And Its focal poInt IS stili the it
-" "1 d . I., vvar mansIon. ~

~1. Only now, the forcy-seven year old '

I~;' manor home helps convey a feeling of

",:' community throughout the park. and

,,' will cake one of Marvland Fann's ten-
.", .
~ ants well into the future.
~, Where famous horses once strode
~ the gr~unds and fa~?us horsemen
~ . once lIngered to VISlr, the Ward
i ' mansion is now the home of the law

t- offices of Gordon & Bottorff. "Our
p: objective was to preserve the character
~; of the house as the center of Maryland
~ Fanns, and make it a functional strUc-
S ture for our finn," said attomey Ed

i: Gordon, part~er in the finn occupying
p:; the mansIon sInce 1981.
r; Jim Ward, who lived in the home
~~ from ages 11 to 24, now spends his
~r days in his office at Maryland Fanns
~ Developers across the street from his And P ~~.c t N .. th P T ..
~' old house. a ear-les eat e ear lees
f "We had a rope swing in the big tree ~ out fronr, " Ward said. "We called it the

r grandchildren's tree because they all Bradford pear trees, along with ~ Brencwood's ne,.,r[ound flora than a day of
~ scayed on it. The rope was still there lantems, horses and stone fences, have ~ food, festivities, children's games, arc,
1. the last time I looked. come to be a symbol of Brencwood. ~ crafts and entertainmenr, all on the
i "People were always coming in and When more than 200 of the trees were 1 grounds of the Koger Center's Mooreland

out of that house," he said. "It was a planted along Franklin Road in a 1983 1 Mansion?
real entertainment ("enter." city beautification projecr, the idea caught j Usually held on the thtTd Saturday in

Today, Tom Bottorff's law office on. Now scarcely a Brencwood bu.siness, ~ May, Pearfcst is sponsored b)' the Band

operates in the r()()m that was Ward's residence or common area goes without a ~ Parents Organization of Brencwood High
boyhood bedroom. pear tree. ~ Schools, with support of tl1e Chamber of

What better way to celebrate 1 Commerce and other I<x:al civic groups.
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J, Truman Ward. found~r of Maryland Farms, with American Ace,

Maryland Manor, the Ward residence, was built in 1941-42, The two-story
Colonial-style structure was built in fine architectural style Oi' classic design and
feattlred ove:' 7,500 feet of living space.

After the death of ..\merican Ace, the Ward family replaced their horse
ope,-ation with a cattle tam1 boasting over 200 head of Hereford cattle. In 1958,
Maryland FarIns once again became a horse farm, this time by lessee Ed\\'ard
Potter, founder and president of Commerce Union Bank and the Tennessee
Thoroughbred Training Associ;l.tion, of \\'hich he was president. .1\ three-eights
mile covered training track was moved from the Tennessee State Fairgrounds to
Malyiand FarIns, There was also a five-eights mile open track. During this period,

, there were over 100 horses in training at Maryl3i~d Fam1s, Middle Tennessee
; weather was deemed ideal for this type of operation. .
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